The Bible our rule of faith 1—The right of private judgment our privilege. 
Hier stehe ich, ich kann nicht anders helfe mir! Amen !—-LUTHER | 
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great advantages resulting from infant ‘have been 


witnessed in several cities of the United States, and we are certain, 
they will increase, until they ‘shall be established im all oug towns 
and villages. Not only, are the little plants less able to accidents, 
which frequently befall thoseythat are entrusted to young and in- 
experienced nurses, but the mind as.soon as it acts, is properly mo- 
delled, and directed'to such objects, as will render the rising gen 
eration more virtuogus, more useful and happier than those generally 
have been, who were for years permitted, to follow the unrestrain- 
ed desires and propensities of the heart. | 
In our opinion, that children ought to be taught’ and, directed os 
soon as they can articulate, we are not now singular, for many have 
been convinced of the propriéty and necessity of some plan to cul- 
tivate the mind at an early day, although they formerly believed, 
that children should be permitted to stroll abputy, at their pleasure, 
for the first six or eight years. | 
 Itlis with great pleasure, that we record a notice of a Divine of 
our Church, to whom the chri§tian world is indebted for inventing 
the plan of Infant We cing from the ‘Morn- 
ing Journal —Editor. 


Infant Schools owe their origin to an abcess Lutheran minister 

in a/half-savage corner of Franee—the Ban de la’Roche, or Stein- 

thal, The merits of their remarkable’ founder were buried in the . 
remoteness and insignificance of his little parish, and it seems as if 

. by mere accident the intelligence of his existence had been discover- - 

We allude to Johny Pastor of Waldbach, 
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whose life was published in London last year, edited by a benevo 
lent female, and which, whilst se@res of pernicious English works 

have been reprinted with disgracef¥l haste, remains not only unpub- 
lished, but so far as we remember, unnoticed in this country. 

The District of the Ban contams about 9.000 acres and when dis- 
covered, had probably less than two hundred families, scarcely ci. 
vilized. A barrier of mountains secluded them from common imter 
course with the neighbouring provinces, and they hardly tilled the 
ground. The first effort to improye their condition was made by 

» a German Lutheran minister, named Stouber. Upon coming iuto 
* the district, he indeed found what were called Schools, but the instruc. 
‘tor of the first he entered, was a superannuated swineherd, too decre - 
'. » pid to leave his bed ; and the rest were shepherds who imparted their 
scanty knowledge to the children jn the winter months. Many ot 
the teachers. could not read with any fluency, and few made pre- 
| tensions to the art of writing. ig J 

- Stouber’s first effort was to procure better teachers, and in order 
 . to encourage the more informed class of the inhabitants to under. 
a * take the task, abolished the name of schoolmaster, to which there 
Was a decided aversion on the part of the recluse aristocracy, and 
| substituted that of regents, or superintendents, under which title 
| some consented to co-operate with him. By his exertions aided by 
° donations from the German border, he provided books and a schoo! 
house. Some opposition was made by the peasants to the system 
of instruction, from the dread that some occult mystery was con. 
ccealed beneath the unconnected syllables of the spelling lessons. 
~The progress Of the bolder spirits, however, so effectually overcame 
this objection, that in a short time an adult school was established, 
which was taught on part of Sundays, and in the evenings of win. 
ter. 
The Bible was only known to the people by report. Stouber pro- 
cured fifty copies, each of which he divided into three parts, for the 
purpose of more general distribution. Aided by the. simplicity of bis 
weekly sermons and private instruction, they soon were enabled to 
read with pleasure and understanding. In these employments the 
indefatigable minister spent seventeen years of disinterested labour, 
when he was called to’a church at Strasburg. Anxious to provide 
a successor who would follow up his plans, he prevailed upon 
Oberlin, a native of Strasburg. to succeed him ; who, with his 
wife, undertook the charge in 1767) im the 27th year of his age. 
residing at the parsonagchouse, left by Stouber at the village oi 

Oberlin projected more extensive plans than his predecessor hai 
attempted. His first efiort was e persuade his parishioners to open 
a passable road, by which their territory might be reached, and the 
means of communication with the more civilized districts increased. 
The proposal was listened to with astonishment and incredulity ; but 
. when the worthy pastor took up a pick-axe and set laboriously to 
' work himself, he was soon joined by his people. He continued to 
direct and share their labours. a in 1770 a communication was 
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opened with Strasburg, and a bridge thrown over the intervening 
river. He introduced trades, by selecting tium the elder boys the 
best qualified, and apprenticmg them to mechanics at Strasburg. 
The dwellinan of the poe were wretched cabins hewn out of 
the rocks, or sunk in.the mountains: Oberlin caused them to build 
comfortable cottages. He taught them agriculture, and the method 
of raising fruit-trees, which made a magical change in the barren 
appearance of the county, and he finally established an agricultural 
Oberlin directed his principal efforts, however, to the education 
of the youth. In the course of a few years he procured the erection 
of a Rica) house in each of the five villages, into which his parish 
was divided. “During the construction of these buildings,” says 
his biographer, ‘‘the preparation of masters continued; but as 
Oberlin had observed with concern, the disadvantages to which the 
younger children were subjected, whilst their elder brothers and 
sisters were at school, and their parents busily engaged in their 
daily avocations, he laid down a plan for the imtroduction of infant 
schools also.” He therefore, in conjunction with his wife appointed 
a conductress for each village. Instruction and amusement were 
blended. Two women were employed in each school, one in direc- 
ting manual tasks, the other in instructing and entertaining the 
children, who were from two to seven years old. When weary 
of sewing or knitting, the econductress would exhibit and explain to 
them, pictures relating to seripture-subjects, natural history, and 
maps. She would also instruct them to sing/moral songs and hymns, 
taking care to prevent the use of the barbarous patois, which was 
their vernacular tongue. ial | 
Thus trained, the children in due course entered the higher 
schools, in which a more elevated course of instruction was Ppur- 
sued. Every Sunday the children of each village assembled in ro- 
tation at the church, to sing the hymns and recite the religious les- 
sons they had learned during the week, and to receive the exhorta- 


tions of the good Pastor or deay Papa, as they called him. Besides” 


this meeting, all the scholars were assembled weekly at Waldbach, 
where they were examined by Oberlin. His friends at Strasburg 
subscribed liberally to-aid his schools, and he was thus enabled to 
establish a circulating library for their use, to print a number of 
elementary works exclusively for them, and to procure some. pbi- 
losophical and mathematical instruments. Prizes were awarded to 
masters and scholars, to stimulate them respectively to diligent 
exertion. He prepared an ‘almanac,:filled with useful instruction 
and advice. He taught his pupils botany, and to daw flowers from 
nature. Every child, at a certain period,.was .required to plant 
two young trees, to impress early upon their minds the duty of 
contributing to the general prosperity. 

We cannot follow the detailsof his patriarchal life: it was one 
scene of active benevolence and zealous piety. At one time he was 


so deeply impressed with a sense of the religious wants of America, — 


that he determined to emigrate to Pennsylvania, a design which 
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was frustrated by ‘the revolutionary. war. As the population» of 
the Ban increased, Oberlin introduced cotton spinning and weavin 
The thriving settlement attracted much attention, and in 1818 the 
Royal Agricultural Society of Paris presented Oberlin with a gold 
medal, in testimony of their sense of his services to mankind, and 
especial in the science of agriculture. The decoration of. the Le- 
on of Honour was awarded ‘him by Louis XVIII. He was visited 
y several travellers from England, who e i agar the utmost 
‘gratification and astonishment at the good order and happiness 
which prevailed. Oberlin died in June, 1829, aged eighty-six. 
‘The Memoirs before us are of a cast which must captivate every 
reader, All that Utopians have dreamed of, seems to have been 
realized by the community, whose history is identified with the, 
life of the Pastor Oberlin. ee 


ALL MEN CAN BE SAVED?! 


Yes, God is just and true, bendvoleat and gracious.. Whatever 
is said, to the contrary, we consider nothing less than vile asper> 
sions, against the character of Jehovah.—He. 

With ceaseless, unexhausted oye 
Unmerited and free | 
Delights, our evil to remove 
And help our misery. | 

When God created man, he erehted him a pure, holy and intel, 
ligent being, and, to be happy, he made him free. But alas, he 
soon abused his liberty, and plogked the forbidden fruit. Awful 
was the result, for 

Earth felt the wound, and hatute from her seat 
Sighing through all her works gave aoe of woe, 

That all was lost! 

The penalty was death, not tentpor}t mately, but eternal, for the 
crime was committed against an eternal Being. Now by the offence 
of one, judgement (condemnation) came upon all men—the nature 
of man became diseased, and naturally all his posterity, inherits tho 
disease. The soul enfeebled and diseased, could no longer act, as 
it did before the fal) of man, and hence the doctrine, that the na- 
ture of every man, that cometh into ~ world, is depraved and cor- 
rupt. | 
_ To change this state of things, reghired the interference of a God, 

and praised be his name, he did interfere. He was under no obli< 
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gations to rescue and preserve man, it is admitted, but that he +P ab ein 
should condescend to select a certain number only, to be restored Se 
and saved, whilst he leaves a greater proportion to sink into -hell, 
to his honor and glory, we at least as Lutherans deny. For, the 
command, that the Gospel shall be preached, as a general command 
—all are invited to come—all who do not accept of the proffered 
mercies, are denounced. And why invite when it is impossible to ® 
accept? Why denounce and condemn when the act could not be | ; 
avoided ? | 
But we are told, by the Book of Life, (endl we care not what man i | ' | 
has said or may say) that “the free gift” came upon all men—leav- betty 
ing consequently to man, to accept or reject it. But itis said that pee. 
man, is no Free Agent, since the fall; however much .we respect 7 a 
the scruples and even certain prejudices of men, we’do think, that Ps at 1 
as Christ satisfied the requisitions of the law, by an oblation of TP 
himself the shackles which bound man, were broken, and the pri- eh i 
son door was opened, so that it is left to the sinner to regain and | 
enjoy liberty, or to continue in that prison. In this view of the ay 
matter, we are supported by Matthew xxii $7. “O Jerusalem, Jeru- A 
salem - - - - how often would I have gathered thy children toge- <3 i? 
‘ther, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, AND YE iy; 2. ol 
WOULD NOT! 1 Timothy ii 4&6. Who will have all men to Hi hal 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. Who gave a 
himself a ransom for all, to be testisfied in due time. I John ii 2 up 
And he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but — ; 
‘also for the sins of the whole world. 2 Peter iii $. The Lord - - - « vate 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to re- ei 
pentance. Numerous other scriptural passages of similar import a 
might be addaced, but we need no more, to establish the . point in 
question. 4 
The contrary doctrine is termed Piadesbination, though, Fatalism, | 
is amore appropriate term. ‘The first man, who appears to have 118 
been so infatuated, as to teach it, was the Monk Godschalk. Soon Piss Age Ae 
however, it was cast.aside, and but little was said upon the sub- i 1b 
ject, until Calvin revived it. This accounts for the fact, that Lu- ) 
ther did not introduce the subject formally into. his writings. And, 
as in addition to this, Lutherdid not go so far as Arminius—as he 
taught what we would call Scriptural Predestination, it is said in 
modern times, occasionally, that he held the same ideas, which 
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Fatalists or Absolute Predestinarians hold. But, the 18th Article 
of the Augsburg Confession “Of Free Will” surely cannot sup- 
port them. Yet, if they do think so, let them look at a letter writ- 
ten by Luther A. D. 1528, to a poor soul at the brink of despair, 
from an impression, that he had been created, and predestinated to 
be a child of hell. Luther tells him “God decreed from eternity, 
to save all men and adduces in confirmation, Ezekiel xviii 23. 
“Have I pleasure at all that the wicked should die ? saith the Lord 
God ; and, not that he should return from his ways, and live? You 
should not give way, Luther proceeds, to foolish thoughts, sugges- 
ted by the devil &c. and then quotes Piphesians i, 4, 5. According 
as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Hav- 
ing predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself according to the good pleastire of his will, &c. And _ this 
we recommend to the attention of such, who nmray have been un- 
necessarily disturbed, by the declaration “that God either withholds 
from those, whom he has predestinated vessels of wrath, the means 
of grace, or renders them ineffectual. are the words of 
Calvin.) | 

But in Paul’s epistles to the Romans & Ephesians, some difficul- 
tics are met with! We conceive not; onthe contrary we view al! 
that is applied to prove Fatalism, as having reference to temporal 
and external matters only. The {Israelites every Bible reader is 
aware, were ¢alled the chosen people, the elect of God, but were 
they allsaved? Will any one attempt to assert, that the thousands 
who were cut off in their unbelief, are seated in heavenly mansions ? 

Before we conclude our remarks, we would briefly notice another 
part of the:doctrine held by Fatalists, viz. That once in grace, we 
are always iv grace. This we reject most sincerely, and from the 
best authority. We will quote a few from the many, Scriptura! 
passages, that sustain us in our view of the subject. Galatians v 4, 
Paul tells the Galatians “ye are fallen ftom grace,” 1 Corinthians x 
12 “Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.” Ezekiel xviii, 21, 22, and 24. “But if the wicked will 
turn from all his sins that he hath committed and keep all my sta- 
tutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he 
shall not die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, they 
‘shall not be mentioned unto him; in his righteousness that he hath 
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done he shall live. But when the righteous turneth away from his 
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and docth according to all 
the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All 
his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his 
(respass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, 
iu them shall he die. ; 
if we believed, that God had determined for” eternity to create, 
a certain number of intelligent creatures purposely, that he might 
display his power in casting them into hell, we would never again 


ascend the sacred desk, and ever regret, that we accepted from our 


fellow travellers to eternity, an anual contribution, for our sup- 
port, however scanty it has been. And, if the doctrine were true, 
that he who has been converted from sin, can never fall, we cannot 
conceive why watching, and praying sie fighting the good fight, 
should be urged upon the elect. 

Luther taught, and Lutherans believe, that God determined from 
_ eternity, that all who repent of their sins and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, shall-be saved, and that those who refuse to repent 
and believe, shall be cast into eternal fire. This is scriptural pre- 
destination. Since then Jesus has been exalted to give repentance and 
forgiveness of sin—since he is the author and finisher of faith, we 
admonish every man, woman and child, to fly to Jesus—to ask and 
seek of him, and not one shall perish. | 

We know that many who differ from us in opinion, upon the sub- 
ject at issue, are warm and zealous in the cause of Christ. We 
love them and esteem them for their exertions in the cause of the 
Lord, but as for ourselves, we cannot through, our Glass, see a 
God, who is partial and that can be delighted in hurling a poor frail crea- 
_ ture that he rendered incapable of receiving grace, into hell. 
_ If every one who teaches, dwelt upon the depravity of man, the 
necessity of repentance and faith, holiness of heart and life—the im- 
. portance of prayer, and scearching the scriptures, instead of la- 
boring to impress sinners with the idea, that God created one part 
of the human family for himself and another for the devil, no re- 
marks would have been called for from us — Editor. 


| The Commercial Advertiser of Cincinnati says that a letter re- 
cently received in that City from a merchant in Liverpool, states the 
-remarkable fact, that he hasin his warehouse in Liverpool, one hundred 


boxes of eight by ten window glass, made on the banks of the Ohio! 
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INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON THE SOUL. 
No, 2. 


‘Our remarks upon the above subject, exerting such great inilu- 
ence upon practical religion, are again resumed, and what has 
been promised in our-first number (sce page 218 of last vol.) will 
how be given ; and if the whole should gain the attention, his frst 
number has, the writer will judge he has not unprofitably occupied 
the time of his readers. 4 | 
Io that number the readers attention was briefly called to the na- 
ture of this subject—und a few, in his view, cogent reasons why it 
claims our particular attention. “among others were mentioned the 
indefinite and vague notions many have of the real nature of the 
influence the spirit exerts upon the mind of the sinner in the course 
of his conversion, and the bewildering effect of such vague notions 
producing either dangerous presumption, or as dangerous discour- 
agement and despair, and that we notonly may have clear notions 
here without doing any injury to the spirituality of our holy reli- 
gion, but that it is our duty to possess this clear understanding, and 

ivest, practical experimental piety of the supposed mysteries, and 
imdescribable mental phenomina may have-ignorantly thrown around 
it. Any one of these considerations, instead of all combined would 
be sufficient to justify all we have to say on the subject. 

In our remarks the fact of such divine influence upon the soul, 
‘the reader perceives, is taken for granted otherwise it would be ab- 
surd to go into a description of its nature. In relation to the adora- 
ble trinity, the doctrines of the Lutheran church are rigidly orthodox, 
and while she rejects extravagancies in religion, contends for all 
the high and holy influence it is the office of the spirit to exert 
m the conviction; the conversion and sanctification of the sin- 
ner, John xvi, 8—1 Corinthians xii, $8 and 2 Thessalonians.ii, 13. 
To these and similar scriptures we add the doctrinal books of our 
church as founded upon these, such as Schmuckers elements of Bib- 
lical Theology translated from the German of Storr and Flatt, 
under the article of Doctrine of the Trinity, book 2 part 3, where 
the doctrines of the Lutheran church teaching the Trinity are set 
forth in detail, as selected from our standard sve die works, but 
all founded upon Article 1st of our unalterable Augsburg Confes- 
sion, and a happy compend of which is set forth in the catechism 
of our church. ese remarks and references, without going into 
any direct proof of the divinity of the Holy Ghost, and the reality 
of spiritual influence, which is not our object, will be sufficient, 
we presume, to save our character for orthodoxy, and the faith of 
our church from misrepresentation in our strictures upon a subject 
on which many will agree with us, there is much ignorance, much 
delusion and much fatal extravagance and yet requiring to be exam- 
ined with care. ia | 
“The practical improvement intended to be drawn from our strics. 
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tures, we hope will be made by those of our own church, as well as 
others, whom the garment may fit. For Lutherans they, are in- 
tended, and if the errors we shall notice have existence in’ other 
societies, we hope we shall not be viewed as wanting in christian 
charity to others, in correcting evils among ourselves. This remark 
is premised because of the delioate manner in which this subject 
is viewed, and the predisposition to condemn the piety of those who 
discuss it, thus at once cutting off all remarks upon a subject, on 


which nothing but a sense of duty urges us to venture non volens 
rare, 


The first error on the subject of the spirit’s influence we notice” 


and in the present number shall discuss, is that beside the still small 
voice in conviction and joy afterwards in believing there is an addi- 
tional, extraordinary tmfluence, wholly indescribable, exerted upon 
the sow! ; and that this operates both at the time of conversion and 
_ afterwards in the inexpressible joy produced in the believer. 
| This is the idea as plainly as we can describe it, and to this im- 
pression the whole class of suprapneumatists or extraspiritualists 
give their assent. None, who have paid attention to the peculiari- 
ties of much of the religious experience of late years will question 
the fact of this general, yet vague notion. This additional extra- 
ordinary influence in the course of the sinners conversion to God, 
is as certainly felt as that the man, who before was a child of the 
Devil, is now a converted subject of grace, while the former may 
be true, as to his having been a child of Satan, the latter may be 
questioned. 

A peculiarity of this doctrine moreover is, that this extra-influ- 
ence 1s irresistable in its operations ; in other words that in the 
day of the Lords power the sinner must submit, which idea and 
phraseology in its proper place, we shall consider. John in, 8, 
and the two accounts of St. Pauls miraculous conversion recorded 
in the 9th and 22 chapters of Acts, are favorite scriptures in proof 
of this mysterious and irresistable power of the spirit. Hence 
though God ordinasily for years was striving by his spirit with the 
sinner, his conversion was delayed, till this ordinary course of 
Gods dealing was laid aside as insufficient, and the hitherto incor- 
rigile sinner is now arrested by the omnipotence of Jehovah. 
This is a strange medley of arminianism and election or irresistable 
grace, we should like to see certain of our christian brethren, 
holding the one doctri neand rejecting the other. explain*and re- 
concile in a way that willsave them from this awkward dilemm.: ; 
cne certainly not very creditable to their idea of the divinity of the 
s et and at the same time very consistent with their system of 
theology. 

_ But again the effect produced, by this extra-spiritual influence, 
is moral in favour of the doctrine amounting to demonstra- 
tion; and hence is urged as indisputable and established no mat- 


ter in what sad and awkward portion it represents the divinity of 


A _— The plain and necessary conclusion excites no uneasiness, 
whic 


makes the spirit at one time insufficent, at another time 
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sufficient for the sinners conversion or which disposes him at one 
time to <onwy map at another to delay the sinners conversion, 
though Sought for years with earnestness and the r sinner eve 

moment in danger by sudden death of eternal perdition. ‘That this no- 
tion makes the divine spirit just or unjust, partial or impartial, a 
kind or acruel master, is no objection to the doctrine. ‘The apos- 
tle establishes the fact beyond moral doubt. The strong sinner at 
such a mecting was humbled, his obdurate and stubborn heart 
was made to bow. For years before God in his ordinary way cal- 
led, but the sinner refused, hardened his heart, and stiffened his 


ran against God, as described in Psalm xcv, 8, Jeremiah xvii, 23. 


Chronicles xxxvi, 13.—But now Gods spirit was given extraordi- 
narily ; now came the day of God’s power, and the work of conversion 
was miraculously done. Conviction irresistably seized hold upon 
He sinner. Filled with distress and anguish he falls in the assem- 

y. Thick darkness overspreads his mind His feelings are in- 
discribable. The minister and pious men pray over him, but in 
vain. His darkness continues. Has no comfort, for he sees the 
wrath of God hanging over him and is unable to believe. His 
friends and sinners around him wonder what all this means, but as it 
is the mysterious work of conversion leave him in the hands of his 
praying guides, and finally after days and often weeks of darkness 
and religious bewilderment, he is now extraordinarily enlightened 
by the spirit. Sees or fancies he sees God and the Saviour speaking 
to him—the army of Saints round about him. Has now complete- 
ly mastered sin, cast off its chains, gained the victory over Satan 
and the corruption of his own heart, has rps ie through and 
now on a sudden is filled with joy as great and indescribable, as 
were his darkness and distress. ; 

‘Thus the mysterious work of conversion to God is done. The 
good pious class of the congregation, who profess to have passed 
in the same way from darkness to light, and hold the same doctrine 
of extraordinary influence as the only way and standard of conver- 
sion, now sing and pray and rejoice together with the new convert. 
Speak enthusiastically and triumphantly of the mee work of grace, 
and out-pouring of the spirit; set the individual down as_ thus 
born to the full and perfect stature of a man in Christ Jesus, whilst 
other professors, though for years they hoped they were leading 
their lives hid in christ with God, but not thus blessed with extra- 
ordinary influence by the spirit in their conversion, must view them- 
seives as only pant professors, must be looked upon as such by 
others, must not venture a sermise about the reality of such dez- 
lings of the Most High, and sueh wonderful working of his spirit: 
must not question the reality and seriptural character of such con- 
version, lest thereby they should seem to speak and strive against 
God and his spirit, and do an injury to religion, as well as give 
rise. to the complaint of their spiritual brethren that.they are perse- 
cuted for righteousness sake. Hence the conclusion is that of 
Gamaliel of old, but in a very different case, and under very dif- 
ferent ciremmstances, “let them alone, for if this counsel, or this 
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work be of men it willcome to nought: but if it be of God, ye 
cannot or rather we would not overthrow it, lest haply ye be found 
even to tight against God”—whilst the irreligious depart now fixed 
in the conviction that this wonderful work of grace belongs wholly 
to God, feel now free from responsibility as far as their efforts are 
concerned, and have a reason given them for doing what they lo 
desired, that of giving over the work of religion wholly to God an 
those whom his spirit has converted. — L. E. R. 
7 | 


THE ATONEMENT. 
( Concluded ) 


But, although this doctrine is so clearly revealed in the holy 
scriptures, and confirmed by the undoubted testimony of sacred. his- 
tory; it has experienced the fate of every other fundamental truth 
of the gospel. It has met with the strenuous opposition of those, 


who, under the pretence of correcting what they are pleased to 


term the errors and abuses of an orthodox interpretation of the 
scriptures, have assailed the first prineiples of christianity, and in- 
directly weakened the authority of the word of God, By them, 
this doctrine has been converted into a subject of dispute in the 
‘church—involved in imaginary difficulties, and found liable to many 
specious objections. | 

The first of these objections which we shall notice, is, “that 
God, who is the almighty governor of the universe, and has all 
things under his immediate control, might have absolved the hu- 
man race from the punishment of their disobedience, without requ’- 
ring so precious a sacrifice ; or if an expiation for the sins of man- 
kind, was absolutely necessary, some man or angel might have suf- 
fered the penalty of the law ; which would havejbeen far more con- 
sistent with reason, than a divine person mnocently suffering for 
the satisfaction of divine justice.” 

In answer to this objection, I observe, in the first place, that it pro- 
ceeds from a wrong idea of the chief point to be deternuned in this 
controversy. The question is not, what God mght have dune, but 
what he did do. It is not for our limited underst»nding, to assume 
the right of dictating to infinite wisdom, the measures which it ought 
to pursue in carrying its purposes into’ effect. It is sufficient for us 
to know, that God hath executed a purpose, in the manner which 
he has revealed to us, without inquiring whether he might have 
accomplished it in a different way. Our imperfect knowledge, 
therefore, will not permit us to determine the question, whether God 
could have executed his purpose of human redemption, in a manner 
different from that, which he has been pleased to adopt. We ought 
to be satisfied with the evidence contained in his word, that he has 
accomplished this gracious design—and that he has accomplished it 
in the most perfect manner that could have been devised. 
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But supposing the objection to be proper, and that, in discussin 
this subject, we were permitted to set bounds to infiite wisdom, an 
question the correctness of its proceedings,—I then assert, that 
God could not have absolved the human race from the punishment 
_of their disobedience, in the manner the objection supposes, with- 
out violating several of his essential attributes. And here it must 
be observed, that God is not only the almighty governor of the 
universe, who has all things under his immediate control; but he is 
also a wise legislator and judge, who has enacted laws for the pre- 
vention of crimes, and threatened to punish every infraction of such 
laws as an abuse of his authority. Now, when man was first created, he 
became subject to a law, which he was forbidden to transgress, upon 
the penalty of eternal death. Man, however, regardless of the 
restrictions, which, for wise and benevolent purposes, the justice 
of God had imposed upon him, did violate that law, and subject 
himself to the punishment it inflicted. Under these. circumstances, 
God, as a wise legislator, who had instituted a law with a view to 
a the commission of crime, and as a righteous judge, who 
ad pledged himself to enforce obedience to that law, was bound 
to execute the sentence of eternal death upon our sinful and apostate 
race. And under these circumstances, he could not have passed a 
general act of indemnity, absolving the whole human race from 
the punishment of their disobedience, without a direct violation of 
his wisdom, truth and justice: Of his wisdom, because, whenever 
men are permitted to transgress the laws with impunity, they are 
encouraged in their wickedness, which invariably leads to conse- 
quences, such as wisdom cannot approve: Of his truth, because he 
had solemnly declared his determination to punish the offender: Of 
his justice, because the transgressor was guilty, and had nothing to 
allege even to palliate, much less, to justify, the offence he commit- 
ted. Therefore, to declare his abhorrence of sin, and deter men 
from the future commission of crime—to vindicate the honor of his 
name, and preserve the authority of his laws, it was necessary that 
God should either punish the offender, or accept of a vicarious sa- 
erifice And that sacrifice was rendered by Jesus Christ, his son, be- 
cause there was no created object, either in heaven or on earth, 
which was capable of rendering a sacrifice sufficient to expiate the 
guilt of sinners—release them from the condemnation of the law, 
and restore them to the divine favor. Had man suffered the penal- 
ty of the law, he could only have suffered what was due to himself 
—he could have saved not even himself, much less, procured the 
salvation of others. Had even an angel of God, who had commit- 
ted no offence, and was under no obligations of obedience to the 
law, attempted to save sinners, by suffering the punishment due to 
their offences—his innocent sufferings could not have been of suf- 
ficient value, to purchase the salvation of a lost and ruined world. 
No, to extricate the human race from the misery into -which they 
have plunged themselves—to tegain the distinguished blessings, 
which, through, their disobedience, they had forfeited,—it was not 
only necessary that the requirements of the law should be rendered 
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—that its penalties should be inflicted—and that the sentence of 
death should ve executed; but “death must be deprived of its sting 
—the grave must be robbed of its victory—and hie and immorta- 
lity brought to light”. The sacrifice, therefore, which was suili- 
cieut for the accomplishment of all these purposes, must be a being 
that infinitely surpasses all created Sy cguaaav must be Jesus Christ, 
_ the perfect man and the immortal God. 

Nor is there any thing contained in the idea of such a sacrifice, 
which isinconsistent with reason. It is not inconsistent with, rea- 
son, that the Son of God should innocently suffer for the satisfac- 
tion of divine justice. When two parties are opposed to each 
other, it is not unreasonable that a person belonging to one of them, 
which is desirous of a reconciliation, should interpose his authori- 
ty and influence, to remove the causes of difference. If the person 
assuming the character of mediator, divests himself of his imme- 
diate interests, and leaves it with the party by whom he has been 
authorised to enter into an arrangement of existing difficulties ; 
there can be nothing in his peculiar circumstances, which ought to 
prevent him from accomplishing his purpose ‘Thus, the Son of 
God, desirous of reconciling us, both to himself, and his Father, 
intercedes in our behalf—assumes our nature—and, in that human 
nature, which, as mediator between God and man, he has thus 
assumed, renders a sacrifice, which is satisfactory to the divine 
righteousness, and reconciles the world to himself. And in this, 
I can discover no contradiction. I have been taught to believe, that 
in the person of Jesus Christ, there was an union of two natures— 
a human and a divine; but I have also learned to view them, as 
separate and distinct : and in oe an operation to either one, 
or the other, | am always careful, lest I confound them. When 
Jesus Christ suffered on the cross, I conceive that he suffered as 
man, and not as God; and that his sufferings as man, constituted 
a sacrifice which, as God, he accepted; and in this, I believe, there 
is nothing inconsistent. | : 

The next objection which we shall consider, is :—“Since the jus- 
tice of punishment must, in all cases, arise from the offences char- 

ed to the delinquent; how could the punishment due ‘o our offences, 
transferred to Jesus Christ, who had committed no offence, and 
consequently deserved no punishment ?” 

All that is necessary to refute this objection, is, simply, to. shew 
the difference between a personal and a representative capacity ; or, 
to speak more intelligibly, between a person when viewed in him- 
self, or when considered as representing the character of another. 
To punish an innocent person for an offence which he never com- 
mitted, and was contrary to his own will and inclination imputed to 
him, would be manifestly unjust. But when such person freely 
offers himself to undergo the punishment of an offence, which, 
thouzh he never committed, was, by his own voluntary consent, 
transferred to him, the case is altogether different, and the law, no 
longer regarding his personal, but representative character, may 


justly inflict upon him the punishment due to the offences, whicla 
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he had consented to expiate. Now, this was precisely the case 
with our Saviour, when « was punished for our offences. He was 
innocent. He had never committed the least transgression of law; 
and when viewed in himself, we are ready to admit, was undeser- 
ving of punishment. But he became our representative. He treely 
ofiered himself as a sacrifice for our sins. He consented to be- 
come our substitute. He voluntarily sub jected himself to the curse 
of the law. He willingly submitted to the punishment of our sins ; 
and in the representative capacity, in which he consented to be 
made sin, and to become a curse for us, he was punished for our 
ofiences. In this, certainly, there is nothing so.very strange ; for 
in thus punishing the Lord Jesus/Christ for our offences. God did 
nothing more than what was perfectly consistent with the general 
practice of mankind. The law of nations justifies the ‘innocent 
sufferings of hostages, who, in the course of military operations, 
are frequently put to death, not for a fault which they themselves 
committed, but for an offence committed by their frends, and which 
was even without their consent imputed unto them. In our legal 
proceedings, it is certainly nething very uncommon, for one person 
to become responsible for another; and, in case the obligation 
is not discharged by the original contractor, his representative, which 
stands pledged for «he performance of the contract, is always re- 
quired to render satisfaction. This popular objection, therefore, 
which is so often and confidently repeated, entirely vanishes. 

The third and last objection whieh we shall notice, is :—‘‘The 
sufferings of Christ were merely temyporal—the punishment due to 
our offences, was eternal death. _ Chist, therefore, could not haye 
suffered the punishment due te our offences, because he did not suaf- 
fer eternal death.” 

The first part of this objection is readily .granted ; it is admitted, . 
that Christ’s suffermgs and death were only temporal. But for this, 
I believe I shall be able to shew several good and sufficient reasons. 
Christ did not suffer eternal death, because m the nature of the 
thing, it was impossible that heishould. He was conceived of the 
Holy Ghost. He was born perfetly pure, and uncontaminated by 
sin. He was subject to no hereditary vices and corruptions. He had 
never imbibed the wicked principles of our sinful and depraved na- 
ture. In all his earthly adversities, sufferings and persecutions, he 
was perfectly tmnocent, holy jand righteous. It was impossible, 
therefore, that after his death, he should suffer a punishment, which 
can only be inflicted by a consciousness of former wickedness.— 
The reproaches of a gmity conscience could not have tormented 
his spirit. And in this, the punishment of a future state chiefly 
consists. This is what constitutes eternal death ; and such a death, 
the holy and innocent Lamb of God, who had committed no offence, 
and was guilty of no crime, wasiutterly incapable of suffering. 

Christ did not suffer ete nal death, because it was not necessary. 
It was not necessary, that he should suffer eternal death for impeni- 
tent sinners; because, had even such a sacrifice been rendered, 
they could have derived no benefit from it. ‘They would stlll have 
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remained under sentence of condemnation. No sacrifice for sin, 
can save the wilful and obstinate sinner. “The soul that sinneth, 
it shall die.” Nothing could have prevented the execution of this 
sentence. For the deliberate transgressions of ihe wicked, no suf- 
ficient compensation could have been made. God hat sworn ven- 
geance against them. He has determined to destroy them; and no- 
thing—no, not even the eternal death of Jesus Christ—could have 
altered his determination. He can never be reconciled to what he 
hath declared an absolute abomination in his sight. He is of pur- wah 
er eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look with any degree of | y 


pleasure upon sin. Had Christ suffered eternal death for impeni- ae. 
tent sinners, this circumstance could not have changed their evil ae 
dispositions ; it could not have fitted them, for the enjoyment of t' © 
heaven. They would still have remained under the influence of ABIES) 
sin, and been left subject to the punishment of God’s eternal wrath i a 
and indignation. For the wicked, therefore, who cannot be absol- _ iweb 
ved from the punishment of their wickedness, it was not necessary ey 
that Christ should suffer eternal death. | 

Neither was it necessary that he should suffer such a punishment 
for true bélievers ; for what he did suffer, was sufficient to procure 
for them every blessing which was essential to their spttitual com- 
fort end happiness. By his temporal sufferings and death he re- © 
leased them from the punishment of the law, and procured them 
eternal redemption. By the blood, which he shed for the remis- 
sion of their sins, he established that evangelical covenant, in which 
God promised to be merciful to their iniquities—no more to remem- | 
ber their sins—and to justify them freely by his grace, through the ay 
redemption in Christ Jesus. For true believers, therefore, who ay 
are justified through his blood, and saved by the grace, which he Bis, Va 
procured for them, when he died upon the cross, it was not neces- | 
that Christ should suffer 


ut although Christ did not suffer eternal death—he suffered a 
penalty which he would not have suffered, had he not undergone 
the punishment due to our offences. He was numbered with the 
transgressors. He was charged with various offences. He was 
presented as an impostor—a seditious person—a perverter of the 
nation—as an enemy of Cesar, and as a blasphemer against God. 
He was exhibited in judgment, as a guilty culprit, who had for- | 
feited his life—for by our laws, said his accusers, he ought to die. 
He was despised and rejected. He was insulted and abused. He 
was loaded with the execrations of the multitude, who had assem- 
bled on his trial. He was reprobated by the chief priests and cl- , 
ders of the Jews. He was delivered into the hands of sinners. to ; | ie 
be ridiculed and tortured. He was surrendered to the mercy of | i 
a furious and vindictive populace, and nailed to the cross. to suf, | | 
fer the agonies of a protracted and ignominious death. ‘This was J i 
no ordinary punishment; and this punishment, Jesus Christ could Sa} 1 
not have suffered, had he not been punished for our offences. He +) ae 
had violated no Jaw—he had committed no offence—he was in the 4 


form of God. He was the brightness of his Father's glory. He 
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was the supreme potentate, to whom all power was given in heaven 
and on earth. Legions of angels stood ready to execute his com- 
mands, and avenge tlie unproveked cruelties he had suffered at 
the hands of his executioners. But he patiently submitted to their 
power, that the severity of his sufferings, when viewed in con- 
nexion with the dignity of the sufferer, might be accepted as a sa- 
erifice, equivalent to the punishment which the justice of God had 
inflictéd upon the whole human race. 

Thus I have endeavored to remove the principal objections, which 
are usually brought agains: this doctrine. I should not have trea- 
ted them in this philosophical mapner, had it not been for the pur- 
pose of shewing, that even in this respect we possess an advan- 
tage over those, who oppose us iin this controversy. Did we deem 
it necessary, we might oppose the enemies of this doctrine, with 
their own weapons. « We might meet them upon their own grounds, 
and confute them upon their own principles. We might shew a 
number of philosophical reasons, which tend to establish and sup- 
port us in our belief. We might allege human reason, as a pre- 
sumptive argument in favor ofour position. We might say, that 
this doctrine contains nothing which is inconsistent with itself; that 
it contradicts no established. principle in nature ; that it is opposed 
~ tono other doctrine of revelation; that it violates no essential at- 
tribute of God; that it is attended with no insurmountable difficul- 
ties, and exhibits no real contradictions. We might say, that this 
doctrine has existed in the church, ever since it was first establish- 
ed; that it has received the approbation of all ages; that it has 
been sanctioned by the wisest dnd best of men; that there is no- 
thing in it, which cannot be onciled to reason; and that, in 
what renders it most liable to objection, it is perfectly consistent 
with the general practice of mankind. But we are not driven to 
this extremity of reasoning. e are not compelled to found our 
belief-of the truth in question, upon mere presumptive testimony. 
Our evidence is stronger than jany proof, which can possibly be 
derived from such a source. We rely upon the authority of the 
word of God. This is the foundation upon which we build. And 
this foundation cannot be shaken. ‘When every other source from 
which men are accustomed to draw their religious convictions, shall 
have ceasesed to exist—this source shall endure. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but the word of God shall not pass away. And 
this affords us encouragement |sufficient, to persevere in the de- 
fence of the truth. Whatever) degree of success may attend the 
propane of error—by whatever power and influence it ma 

e supported and encouraged,—its duration is limited. But truth 
is eternal, and cannot be overcome. For a while. it may be hid- 
den and obscured; but it will jagain burst forth in all the glory 
of its celestial splendor, to astonish and enrapture the beholder. 
The doctrine, therefore, for which we are contending, and which 
constitutes an essential truth of the-gospe!, must prevail. It may, 
indeed, suffer the reproaches of its enemies—It may be represen- 
ted by them, as involving numerous contradictions, errors and ab- 
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surdities —They may deem it inconsistent with reason, and repug- 
nant to the principles of what, in our day, is so significantly term- 
ed an enlightened theology—They may encumber it with imagi- 
nary difficulties, and say, that these difficulties will not permit 
them to embrace it—But they can never separate it from its Source 
—they cannot divest it of its authority. That human wisdom €an- 
not comprehend it, and that the-philosophy of the world should re- 
ject and despise it, is not a matter of_astonishment. It is one of 
those hidden mysteries, which are placed beyond the reach of our 
limited comprehension. It is one of those sublime subjects of faith, 
which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor ever entered into 
the heart of man to conceive. It is one of those deep things of 
God, which he has hidden from the wise, and the prudent, and 
revealed unto babes. Itis one of those things of the Spirit, which 
the natural man receiveth not, for it)is foolishness untg him. “But 
it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to 


nothing the understanding of the prudent. God is wiser than man. | 


He communicates the knowledge of his truths, not in the fryer. 
words of man’s wisdom ; but in the demonstrations of the Spirit an 


of Power. The foolish, the weak, and the base things of the — 


world that are despised, hath God chosen to accomplish his purposes, 
that no flesh should glory in his sight. Others, therefore, may re- 


quire signs, and seek after wisdom; they may preach the doc-" 


trines, which they have learned from the wisdom of men, and the 
philosophy of the world. ‘I am determined to know nothing, save 
Jesus Christ, and him erucified;” for I am convinced, that Christ, 
and the anne. of his cross, is the power of God unto them which 
are saved. | | 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF NORTH CARO- 
LINA, 


The minutes of this Synod, which convened in May kast, at Lau’s 
church, Guilford county, North Carolina, have just come to hand, 
and we hasten, to make a few extracts, for the present number of 
the Intelligencer. | 

On Sunday (12th May) a large concourse of persons appeared in 
and about the church, to hear the ambassadors of Jesus, and to 
join them in the Holy Supper. The venerable Shober, Rev. Gra- 
ber and Rev. Reck addressed the people, who divided themselves 
in such a manner, that several brethren could preach at the same. 
_ time without interrupting each other. After the discourses were 
delivered, the Ministers, Lay-delegates. and. many other persons, 


partook of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
Vol. V. No. 6. oi 13 
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During the remainder of the day, several discourses were deli- 
vered by different brethren, and from the Texts we judge, that they 
were highly evangelical in their icter, and calculated to rouse 
and cenvict sinners. 

On Monday, the Synod was constituted, as is usual among us, 
and then Rev. G. Shober, was elected President and Rev. John 
Reck, Secretary, for the ensuing year. To sustain a fraternal in- 
tercourse between the Synods of North and South Carolina, the Rev. 
M. Rauch appeared as a Delegate from the South Carolina Synod, 
and the Rev. H. Graber was appointed to attend at the next 
meeting of the South Carolina Synod, as a delegate from this body. 

To aid several indigent young men, now prosecuting their Theo- 
logical studieS at our Gettysburg Seminary the Synod resolved, that 
each Minister, endeavor to collect five dollars, in each of his chur- 
ches, The Rev. Daniel Scherer was appointed to missionate in 
the state of Illinois, and to collect all the Missionary imformation 
possible ; to be reported by him, to the Lutheran Missionary So- 


ciety of N. Carolina, at the next annual meeting. 


For a more minute description of the state of religion within the | 
jurisdiction of this Synod, we refer the reader, to the following 
report, which is appended to the minutes. 

In reviewing the march of truth, and presenting a statement of 
Religion in the respective congregations under the care of this Sy- 
nod, we find great reason for gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church for the indications of his grace and mercy to us in the past 
year, and also of lamentation over the desolations of our Zion in 
many places. ‘Though it is not our privilege to record any extraordi- 
nary visitations of God’s distinguished favour, or great. and extcn- 
sive revivals of religion, yet we can truly say that our labours 
have not been without success, and that the respectable accessions 
po nearly all our congregations give abundant evidence to this 


t. 

Our Venerable Father Storch. has resigned his congregations 
for several years into the hands of his successors, in consequence 
of infirmity and age, but manifests much pleasure in the prosperity 
of true Religion, and actively oppor some of our Benevolent In- 
stitutions. Ge | 

Rev. Mr. Shober has relinquished his former charge and only 
preaches in one congregation, situated in Stokes county, on account 
of old age and debility ; and devotes much of his time in promo- 
ting Sunday Schools in which he feels a peculiar interest. [n his 
congregation ‘their is a flourishing Sunday School, consisting of 
about 50 pupils. 

Rev. Jacob Scherer has the bie of five congregations situated 
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in Wythe and Washington counties, Virginia. Since his residence oo db rege 
there, he has received eighty two persons into full communion, by ie. | 
* confirmation, who were hopefully pious and who since have eyinced he +i 
by their deportment that a good work has been commenced in their Pe, ae be 
hearts and “that they are seeking a better country.” — mt eo 


Four Sunday Schools have been formed in these congregations 
this spring consisting of nearly two hundred pupils. In the past 


ear Rev. J Scherer, baptised 87 Infants and ‘one adult, had 17 
urials, and 307 communing members. 


_ ‘The means of grace are eee well attended, and some good, bart 1K + 
it is hoped, affected, but much still remains to be done. The re- VATS Wear) 
ligious education of children is too much neglected by many of f 


the parents, and too little interest ph: for vital piety by 


many of the old and young. | 
Rev. John Reck has the care of four congregations, besides se- 

veral other places of occasional preathing, and it is a source of er aie 
pleasure to him, and of gratitude to Ged, that his churches are still aa tS a 
rowing. Although there has not been so great an addition of mem- ARG 
rs, during the last year, as in some) former years, yet the Lord 19 Ges eee | 4 
has still inclined the hearts of some to confess him openly, and a ie i 
| 
| 


number more have made application, and who are now Feces te 
instruction with a view to become members in future. Connecte Hap 
with these congregations, there are now eight Sunday Schools in Re aS 
_ operation, and have effected much gbod in some places. In the ie 
past year Rev. J. Reck baptized 53 Infants, 11 Adults, received by ee 
confirmation into ‘full communion 17; has 277 communicants, and ie. 
has had 17 deaths, some of whom were among his most influential ae ||| 
and conspicuous members. gay: 

_ In accordance with a resolution of the last Synod a special con- Me te 
ference was held in St. Michael’s church, on the 14th of September ly | 
1829, during which time ten sermons were preached and the Hol! tt 4 ‘ 
Eucharist administered. A deep solemnity pervaded the audi- | 


ence and much good was effected. On Monday a Missionary Socie- | 
| was formed in this congregation Auxiliary to the Lutheran Mis- 

sionary cnet of North-Carolina and adjacent states, and a res- ts 
pectable number of persons subscribed immediately. If this plan of 
would be adopted generally, by our churches and each member i. 
only give 25 cents annually much goodicould be done. _ whe 


Rev. Henry Graber preaches in five congregations regularly, 
and occasionally in other places in Lincoln co. which are gradual- 
ly increasing. The Preaching of the Gospel is well attended, more et 
so of late than common. An increased attention is manifested for iy 
all the means of grace and we have reagon to hoy« that good has been | 
effected. and that many have experienced ti power of religion in 


their hearts During the Teg year Rev. Graber baptized 68 per- ee if 

soe five of whom were-adults, received by confirmation 35, buried wef ; / if 

92, and has 100 regular communing members. The members of 

gome of the sister iendly to us here, and liberal 
th 


in supporting our churches and ough there is discord and con- 
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tention without, yet we en joy an entire ecclesiastical peace, for 


which we have great reason to be thankful. 

Rey. Daniel Scherer has committed to his care at present three 
congregations in Cabarrus county, N.C. which are externally in 
a very prosperous condition. In the past year he baptized 101 
infants—received by confirmation into communion 77 13 deaths, 
and 317 communicants. ge! } 7 

Rev. Jacob Miller has the care of five congregations in David- 
son co. N. C. Nothing parti¢ularly interesting has occurred in 
these churches in the last year. He baptized 47 children, 9 adults, 
8 of whom have become full members, confirmed 20, had 9 deaths, 
and 90 communicants. Discord and contention prevailed in these 
churches, and as a natural consequence vice and immorality aboun- 
ded in many places to an alarming degree, but we hope for bet- 
ter times. 

Rev. William Jenkins resides in Tennessee, and has the care 
of five congregations, where he has been labouring for some time 
with considerable success. Loud and repeated calls for help, 
have been made from this se¢tion of our church, but in conse- 
quence of the scarcity of Preachers, and the many destitute chur- 
ches in other places, they have not yet been supplied. In conse- 

uence of this, Zion languishes here, and is anxiously struggling 
or deliverance of God—notwithstanding this state of things, there 
have been initiated by baptism 137 infants—received by confirma- 
tion 24—and has 185 communing members besides a number who 
are now receiving religious,instruction and who will become mem- 
bers in future. | 
- From Rev. Andrew Seechrist’s communication, it appears that 
he has the care of four churches in Virginia, and that they are 
gradually increasing. During the past year he baptized 51 infants 
and 1 adult, buried 4, and has 135 communicants. 

Rev. Jacob Kaempffer has the care of three congregations. si- 
tuated in Rowan county, N. C. which are in a prosperous con- 
dition but would be much more so were it. not ‘for the unfortunate 
discord which has existed already several years among some of 
the members. Since his location among them, he baptized 69 in- 
fants, had 13 burials and 323 communicants, . 2, 

Rev. William Artz has the care of five congregations, situated 
in Orange and Guilford counties, N. C. and appears to be success- 
ful in his labours in building up the waste places of Zion, in heal- 
ing the breach, and uniting hearts of the people in the bonds 
of the Gospel of peace. | 

Rev. D. P. Rosenmiller, after concluding his miss‘onary tour, 
located in Germantown Stokes county, and preached there, and in 
three congregations in the heighbourhood, and the surrounding 
country generally, during the space of six months—in that time 
he held communion twice, and administered the sacrament to 30, 
confirmed 9, and baptized {2 infants and 1 adult. In a few places | 
he had evidence of the success of his labours, but in other places 


the reverse was the case. 
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son county, N. C. baptized 


9 infants, and had 3 burials. 

Rev. G. Shober has resigned all his Congegations except one, 
in consequence of old age; in that congregation, he baptized, dur- 
ing the past year, 1 adult and 7 children, and celebrated the Lord’s 
Supper three times, with 12 communicants. This congregation 
aid not increase in number, owing partly to sectarianism, and part- 
ly to the removal of church members to Indiana. He dedicates 
most of his Sundays to the pfogress and increase of Sunday Schools-; 
to their prosperity, he is particularly attached. In his congregation, 
there is a flourishing Sunday re with about 50 children : 16 
Sunday Schools are auxiliary to the Stokes county Sunday: School 
Union; more than 1000 children are there instructed. ie 

Thus it appears from the Parochial Reports, though! they are 
deficient, that our borders are still enlarging and the number of 
members gradually increasing. Although the Virginians have for- 
med themselves into a new Synod and some of the brethren have 
attached themselves to that Body, Synod still consists of 16 
members. ‘Three active and promising young men have been re- 
ceived from our Seminary at Gettysburg in the past year, were licen- 
sed, and are now labouring in the bounds of this Judicatory with 
considerable success. Forty five congregations, besides several 
which are vacant or in a declining state, are attached to this body, 
and in the past year there have been reported 1888 communing 
members, 204 that have been added by confirmation, 28 adults by 


Rev. John Reichard, living in tt 


baptism, and 640 infants. | F 
EXTRACTS FROM REV. ROSENMILLER’S MISSIONARY 
TOUR. 
Rev. D. P. Rosenmiller under the authority of the Lutheran 


Missionary Society of North-Carolina, &c. commenced his mis- 
slonary ps Law on the 27th of June 1829, and pursued them among 
the destitute, from Salem, N. Carolina, through a part of Stokes 
to Surry county, and thence to Wilkes, Lincoln, and Burke, and then 
returned through Iredell and Rowan, and preached to, several 
vacant and destitute congregations in the Forks of the Yadkin 
River, and from thenee through Davidson back to Stokes. Dur- 
ing this time he preached 35 times, and occasionally to pretty 
large and attentive assemblies, and it is hoped not without some 
good and lasting effect. 


The time occupied in this tour, was six weeks and a half, in 


which time he travelled 663 miles and collected for the Missionary 
Society in different places $14 25 cts. In some of the above na- 
med counties the people are very destitute of the means of prece, 
and the gross vices of intemperance, sabbath breaking and pro- 
fane swearing prevail to an alarming degree, and call loudly 


| 
Bes 
| 
Pol 
it 
‘ 
} 
| 
| 


at 
om. 
- 
» 
4 


182 VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


upon the friends of humanity 


[AUGBST 


to exert themselves in diffusing a 


knowledge of our holy religion and to rescue the multitudes of im- 
mortal souls who are perishing and gomg down to the chambers 


of death for a want of the means of grace. 


VIRGINIA CONFERENCE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


The Lutheran Conference, for the valley of Virginia, assembled 
at New-Market, Shenandoahcounty; Saturday the 29th ult. Dh- 
vine service commenced on Saturday and was continued morning, 
afternoon and night, until Monday evening, in the Lutheran chure 
and during Sabbatli in the other churches of the place, which had 


generously been 
ings we love and shall ever be ready to reciprocate. 


iven for the purpose. Such kind christian feel- 


On Sabbath, sermons were delivered, and the services of the 
by the Rev. Professor Schmucker of the Theologi- 
ca 


Seminary, 
Medtard, Cine, an 


ettysburg, Rev. Riemenschneider, Meyerheffer, 
Kichelberger, in both the German and En- 


glish languages. After morning service, the Lord’s 4 yom was 
in 


administered in the Lutheran church, both in German an 


glish, 


to a large number of communicants who in succession crowded 


around the table of their divine Lord and Master, making the 


whole solemn and impressive—a season we have reason to hope, 


that will not soon be orgotten. 


During morning service such was the crowd in the Lutheran 
ehurch, that when such as wished to join in the communion, re- 
turned from the service in the other churches, it seemed impossible 


for them to 


in admittance through the mass of hearers literally 


stowed together in every part of the building, giving the congre- 
gation the best proof that the church of their fathers had grown too 
small, as well as pleasure to themselves that already they had en- 
gaged in enlarging it. ‘The congregation much regretted, with 
all present, that this enlargement had not been made before confer- 


ence, as many were deprived of an opportunit 
hope, however, to have it completed durin 


ee 


of hearing. ‘They 
e present summer, 


when their consecrated house of worship will be a large and hand- 


some one. 


Not only during Sabbath, but till, Conference adjourned, the 


congregations were large and attentive, many havin 


come from 


a distance and remained till the Conference adjourned. All these 
will join with the clergy in grateful expressions of the kind, gener. 
ous, and hospitable attention on the part of the citizens and con- 

gation of the place. They were such as shall cause the peo- 
ple of New’ Market to be long and affectionately remembered. 


tuted with singing and prayer b 


the Rev. Riemenschneider ; after 


On Monday morning at 9 i the the Conference was consti- 


which the Rev. 


. Medtart of Martinsburg was elected president, 
and the Rev. L. Eichelberger of Winchester, secretary ; when the 


| 
| | 
a 
| 
; 


1830} WAS LUTHER AN ABSOLUTE PREDESTINARIAN ? tS3 


Conference proceeded to the transaction of the business for which 
it met—such as the state of vacant congregations and districts of 
country within the limits of Conference, and the manner of supply- 
ing them—the general state and prospects of religion, and the ad- 
option of such measures as, under God, may tend to its promotion. 
The brethren were delighted to see that, amid many discouraging 
circumstances, the cause of Christ, their divine Lord and Master, 
and his truth, was prevailing over ignorance, error and irreligion. 
As the necessary preparatory measures have been taken for the 
formation of new ecclesiastical bodies, they look forward with sa- 
tisfaction to the complete organization of their synod in the fall, 
m which the interests and wants of the church in Virginiajwill claim 
and have hereafter that attention which its situation demands. 

The business of conference being over, the brethren, after ser- 
vice in the evening, and the we we of their usual hymn at par- 
ting, separated leaving with the people the gospel they preached, 
together with their prayers for the kind attention they received, 
and with each other the earnest exhortation to remain faithful—in 
our ministry to offer ourselves unto God—to remember that our 
recompense of reward is on high—and that in this the work of our 
hands, the God of heaven will prosper us: On Tuesday morning 
the members, generally, left for their respective homes.—Vir. Pa. 


THE QUESTION—WAS LUTHER AN ABSOLUTE PRE- 
DESTINARIAN—EXAMINED! 


‘Under this head, the following communication was received, after 
our own remarks, and the several other subjects following them, 
were already intype. Our high esteem for the author, as a va- 
luable and youthful brother, his talents, and devotedness to our 
church, induce us, to introduce him in this place, to our attentive 
readers. Whilst we are among those, who most sincerely desire, 
that Protestants should use all their time and talents in resisting 


the Beast ready to devour the friends of the Bible—whilst we 


stand ready, to love all our Protestant brethren of every denomina- 
tion, and to fight by their side, unmindful of the distinguishing 
uniforms we wear, we cannot silently and passively, permit any 
imprudent soldier, to strike us, or intermeddle with the things 
that belong to our own regiment. Hence our few remarks in the 
July number, which produced more from us in the preceding 
pages, and elicited the following, from Lutheranus which we 


hope, will render it unnecessary, for bs ever again, to touch the 
subject.—Editor. 
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Mr. Editor——I was much surprised to see in your last number 
that the question: “Was Luther an absolute Predestinarian ?”— 
was again compelled to make itg appearance. I thought with you, 
that it had been put to rest. I Wwould however, since it has again 
been os yas make a few remarks on the statement of the ques. 
tion itself, before you dismiss the subject entirely. The question 
is very unfairly stated. What would you think, if the Catholics, 
irritated by the many charges which are now so frequently, and so 
deservedly made against them, would retort by asserting that Luther 
was a Catholic? Would not every sensible man call it a pitiful 
subterfuee, if the Catholics would, triumphantly as they thought, 
exclaim :—“‘you call yourselves Protestants—you renounce our 
doctrines, and call them unscriptural and absurd—you deny the 
authority of Councils and the! supremacy of Popes. But you for-— 

t that the very author of your secession from the Catholic church, 
| dines was himself a Catholie—you forget that he maintained the 

supremacy of the Pope, and was as much opposed to heresy as 
we are now. Luther was a Catholic.’ “True’—we would an- 
swer, “but did he remain a Catholic? We know that, owing to 
his early education, he was ledto believe and advocate those doc- 
trines of your church, which we now reject. But as soon as divine 
light broke on his mind, he speedily renounced them himself.” 


Or, Mr. Editor, what would! you think of the Jews, if they would 
‘‘come out against” us, and éxclaim—‘‘These Christians pretend 
to have a fuller revelation.than we possess—they renounce our holy 
law, slight our ceremonies and call them useless. What inconsis- 
tency ! Their very founder, and his messengers, who propagated 
this religion were all Jews—all observed our te Se. Paul 
himself was a warm defender of our faith—and yet these Christians 

retend that they cannot retainour ceremonies because Christ, St. 
Paul, and the other apostles, who were all Jews themselves and ob- 
served those ceremonies, inculcated a desertion of the Jewish re- 
ligion.” We would again say } “'Truc—but did these Apostles remain 
Jews ? If even they were Jews, you have still ‘no just reason to 
triumph. {s a man never allowed to correct his errors, remove 
his ignorance and defend the truth ?? Why then, Mr. Editor, why 
are we harassed by the perpetual recurrence of the question: 
«Woes Luther an absolute Predestinarian ?” Why do you not 
sometimes vary the question, to gratify the Catholics or Jews, and 
say: ‘**Was Luther an absolute Catholic ?” or “was St. Paul an 
al solute Jew ?"—it is a well known fact that Luther entered into 
a convent of Augustinian friars, and that he studied with much 
interest,” the writings of St.| Augustine, who may be called the 
Father of the Predestinarian scheme. It is notorious, besides, that 
St. Augustine, whose youtl, by his own account (in his ‘Con- 
fession”) was spent m perfect idleness and the worst dissipation, 
till he was converted, knew so little Greek, that he could not read 


*Seckendorf col. 59. of the German Translation. 
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the Greek Testament with ease.* Hebrew was quite out of ques- 
tion. After he directed his mind to) Theology, he zealously de- 
fended whatever he imagined to be the truth. In his endless con- 
troversies with the Pelagians, he was of course, much excited, and 
being frail, as we all are, he proceeded in the heat of the dispute, 
too far, like the Pelagians, and made many assertions which his 
sober reason would have disclaimed.| | Whenever he found in the 
Vulgate or Latin Bible the words proedcstinare, eligere, electio Se, 
he immediately concluded that these were so many confirmations 
of his own preconceived opinions, without examining their true im- 

rt, or proper application. He grasped with eagerness at those 
atin words, just as all warm Gupupap will force every thing that 
has the least shadow of resem 9 to their views, to bear on 
their side of the question, and think that as they are right, every 
thing must coincide with their opinions—verifying the well known 
maxim, that the head is often the TPP of the heart. He knew not 
that these words frequently refer, not to a choice from among 
Christians, but from among heathens and Jews, and had no refer- 
ence to Christians—he knew not that they often signified, in the 
greek idiom, merely the chosen—well beloved of God—that the elect, 
as when a whole congregation is addressed by that name. were 
those who had renounced the errors of Judaism and Heathenism, 
as we often apply, m familiar discourse the word ‘‘choice” to an 
object which appears to us to be possessed of excellence or be 
free from defects. But without entering into a discussion of this 
thorny subjeet, we would add that St. Augustine’s want of a correct 
knowledge of the greek language, which he often regretted, to- 
gether with his ignorance of the right rules of interpretation, per- 


*Doederlein, says (Inst. Th. Ch. Lib. i. Cap. i. Sect. ii. §96 
p. 360 sixth ed.) Sed cum Augustinus, vir sane disertus et ingenio- 
sus, linguwarum autem, prout, ipse fatetur, ignarus, hanc predestina 
lionis voculam amplexatus esset, eamque e linguae latinae consuc- 


of the Sd ed.’ | | 

tPerhaps too, St. Augustin wished to’atone for his former heresy, 
by defending with the greater warmth/and zeal that which he now 
believed to be the orthodox faith, or position to the heretics — 


tudine explicaret &e. &e, See Do gm §119. p.442 s. 


He had been a strenuous advocate of the Manichean system. His 
proses attachment to this strange, fantastical heresy,.does not 
1owever militate against our belief that his subsequent profession 
of Christianity Was sincere. Like Luther, like the Apostles (in 
their previous notions of a tempora] Messiah &c.) Ke had com- 
‘menced with opinions not founded jin truth { but instead of being 
censured, he deserves our warmest applause, for having burst 
from his trammels, and having rejected at least some of his unchris- 
tian and heretical sentiments. We have not time to make long ex- 
tracts, in order to substantiate this statement, nor are they need- 
ed. But if they should be required they can at any time be easily 
furnished. 
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mitted him to adopt and inculcate many erroneous views. As 2 
proof of his unacquaintance with these subjects we merely refer 
to the contradictory remarks, hasty assertions, doctrines maintain- 
ed, modified and again denied, with which his works abound, and 
which are mentioned by almost all who write of him or his ac- 
quirements. Luther who was intimately acquainted with his wri- 
tings, adopted at an early period some of his views. Before his 
ideas were perfectly matured, before he had formed the plan, which 
he afterwards followed, or before he knew how wide and irreconci- 
Jeable the schism which he occasioned in the Catholic church, would 
be, or how much depended on him, he had engaged in a controver- 
sy with Erasmus concerning free will ; and like St. Augustine, 
becoming irritated as the controversy proceeded, venerating his 
teacher St. Augustine, and not yet a those clear views which 
he afterwards expressed, he, in some degree, appeared to ad- 
vocate Augustinianism, but without using or approving of the 
harsh expressions of the Predestinarians.* How tenaciously did 
the apostles cling to their fond) notions of a temporal Messiah.— 
How long was it before they would comprehend the words of 
Christ Though he eth: them so many opportunities to correct 
these views, and so often told them to expect no temporal advan- 
tages trom him, they still would believe that he was to restore the 
Jewish commonwealth. If they, who enjoyed a personal inter- 
course with Christ, still retained fora season the hopes and feel- 
ings of their youth is it surprising that Luther for a season did 
not banish those impressions from lis mind which he had receiv- 
ed in early youth? Do we not lay great stress on the argument, 
that if the ny egg who were Jews, attached to the Mosaic law. 
expected it to be a permanent institution and had no idea of a 
change—if oom eaponesy? all these opinions without the hope of 
gain, it must have been the force of truth which changed their 
views? Now if Luther, after having been educated as a Catholic. 
after having imbibed at an early period, from St. Augustine, those 
ideas concerning Predestination &c. with which his memory is still 
reproached (unjustly and falsely in reality) is it not a triumphant 
proof, on our part, of the fa sity of Catholic and Augustinian or 
Calvinistic views, if he afterwards effaced the impressions of his 
youth, banished these opinions which he had hitherto cherished, 
and adopted views altogether opposed to his former system of faith, 
and this with the prospect of calumny, danger, and perhaps death ? 
Is it not another proof that truth is powerful and will and must pre- 
vail 

J. G. Walch says in’ his Introd. in Lib. Luth. Symb. p. 318, 
that the Reformed took advantage of some expressions in Luther's 
work De Servo Arbitrio, and maintained that he taught Predesti- 
nation. The apparent error of Luther was however explained in 
P. Haberkon’s *‘Necessarii et ‘solida vindicatio libri Lutheri de 
Servo arbitrio”’—and in various other writings, the remarks also, 


*Augustin, Dogmengeschichte §285. 
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p. 877, that Luther’s views of this doctrine were altogether in op- 
position. to those of the Reformed, if we are to believe his own 
writings. This is fully proved by Rambach in a little work, enti- 
tled “des seeligen Mannes Gottes Martini Lutheri wahre Mey- 
nung &c.” It would oceupy too much space to make a full quo- 
tation from Walch. ‘The witnesses of the Predestinarians, I think, 
are the following : (1.) The commentary on the epistle to the Ro- 
mans. This was written 1514 A. D, three years before Luther 
commenced the Reformation (See Introd Hist. prefixed to C. M. 
Pfaff's edition. of the Symbolical Books.) (2.) The commenta 
on the ep. to the Galatians. This was written 1516 A. D. Both 
these works, written before Luther commenced the Reformation, and 
while he entertained his former Catholic and Augustinian views, 
incline apparently to Predestinarianism. However they are not 
to be adduced as arguments. any more than we would reproach one 
of the Evangelists for having, when he first began to follow his 
Master, still expected a temporal Messiah. Luther wrote under 
an influence which time, greater acquaintance with the Scriptures, 
more reflection, his own good sense, and the grace of God happily 
removed. (3.) Liber de Servo Arbitrio. This book, on which Pre- 
destinarians misled by certain expressions, principally rest their 
charge, was written (Seckendorf si 720) in the year 1525, more 
than twenty years before Luthers death, which occurred in 1546. 
It was republished in 1664 by Sebastian Schmid, the celebrated 
Latin Translator of the Bible, and ac¢ompanied by annotations, in 
which he successfully vindicated Luther's memory against the 
aspersions of those who attributed to him a belief in an uncondi- 
tional decree.* We are to consider, besides, that as he was 
strongly opposed to the Pelagian views of man’s remaining strength, 
and as he treated the subject philosophically, as Erasmus had 
done, many of his expressions were either stronger than he would, 
at another time, have used, or were liable to misapprehension, 
from the fact that language is too defective to express every shade 
of meaning in such an abstract subject. 

We say then, that Luther many years before his death, appeared 
to incline to some of those views which belong to the Calvinistic 
scheme, just as he had previously believed Catholic doctrines. 
But, in the course of time, as he devoted more intense study to 
the scriptures, and as the dawn changed into full sun-shine, as 
divine light and truth gradually arose in| his soul, all those vapours 


*It was again published in 1707 by J. J. Zentgraf, together with 
the »nnotations of Schmid, and an apologelical preface (Seckend. 
eo! 721. Walch p. 319.) Augusti also mentions a work or dis- 
sertotion by Trellund published in 1717 and entitled “De Lu- 
thes» doctrinae absoluti decreti suspicione multis et manifestis tes- 
timcniis absoluto.” In these works, which deserve to be transla 
ted and republished here, there is no doubt sufficient testimony to 
convince our skeptical contemporaries that Luther gave no cre- 
dence to the doctrine of Predestination. 
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and mists, both of Catholicism and Augustinianism vanished gra- 
dually but totally from his mind; and he finally renounced and most 
solemniy ‘isclaimed all his former erroneous ideas. In all his 
subsequent writings to the day of his death, he taught doctrines 
decidedly opposed to Predestination. Hence nothing of this doctrine 
appears in any of our Symbolical books; it is, of course, not taught 
in the Augsburg Confession, and is most strongly reprobated and 
indignantly rejected in the Formula Concordioa. But would Lu- 
ther have omitted it in the Augsbuts Confession, if he had in the 
most remote degree believed it to be true?) Why does he write, 
preach and teach doctrines that strike at the very root of Predesti- 
nation, why give not, in his latter years, when the whole Protestant 
world received his decisions as oracles, even the least hint that he 
believed Predestination,? It is folly, to make the  assertion—it 
bears contradiction on its own front.* When therefore it is said, 
that Luther was a Predestinarian, it may appear to be partially 
true, as applied to his earlier years, it is false, althogether false, 
as applied to the last years of his life, when his mind was fully 
illuminated. If then any still persist in calling him a Predestinarian, 
without considering all those circumstances, it would be quite as 
dignified, quite as candid, if you would say that you could prove 
to the satisfaction of all who would apply to you, that Luther was a 
Catholic and St. Paula Jew. |” 

Before I conclude, I have one more remark to make, occasioned 
by the same arti«le in your las|; number. It is very much the fash- 
ion among our own members, as well as many of those of .other 
denominations, to call the Lutherans, Arminians. But why not 
as well call us Catholics, Methodists, Hopkinsians, Jews or any 
thing else? Each denomination has some one doctrine at. least, 
in common with us. By way of an example, the last new sect is 
called, I think, the “‘Hicksite?’ They believe in a future world— 
so do we. But it would be folly to name us therefore ‘‘Hicksites.” 

*Dr. Endress, in his essays: pulilished in your Intelligencer, has 
qeehee passages which might convince any candid person that 
Luther gave no countenance to the doctrine. He must indeed have 
otherwise been a most inconsistent wavering weak man. In Walch’s 
edition of his ‘“‘Kirchen Postll” p. 701 he proposes the question 
(in a discourse published 1540) sia years before his death.) ‘*Who 
knows whether I am elected” and shows the folly of such doubts, 
by demonstrating that all are elected, that all human beings are 
included in the number of those for whom Christ died, and that 
all can, if they will, participate in the benefits of Christs death. 
He then adds —‘Beware that you do not exclude yourself—do not 
thus give the lic to the word of God.” Now according to the Cal- 
vinistic plan, which Luther is said but never proved to have adop- 
ted, some are already excluded; but how will we reconcile this 
with Luther's earnest appeals? A countless number of expressions, 


scattered through his later works, prove that he abhorred the doc- 
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Arminius, from whom the party has its name, did not renounce his 
Calvinistic tenets and opeaty advocaté Lutheren views till the year 
1591, which was long, aiter the Lutheran churci had received a 
definite form and iaculeated the same doctrines which are now, de- 
signated as Arminian. We are very far from admitting all the 
doctrines of Arminius—why' then, if he received some of our doc- 
trines, taught by our church long before he appeared in public as 
their advocate, should we adopt his name ? For the sake of con- 
venience it may be proper to designate us and Episcopalians by 
the term Arminian, implying that we reject predestination &c. 
Still our own name, and that of the Episcopel church should speak 
for themselves, particularly since it may occasion a misunderstan- 
ding in many, and lead to the belief that we sanction all the views 
of Arminius, if we adopthis name. 

I have written these remarks as they suggested themselves to me, 
when I read the article in your last number p. 153. I have given 
but few references or quotations, but they are at hand to prove any 
of the above assertions. If you think these remarks worthy of 
insertion in your next number, you will oblige 

| & LUTHERANUS. 


| 
THE NEW CATECHISM. 


Mr. Epitror.—I read with much interest the observations of 
Clericus and Beta, upon the subject of a new Catechism, and do 


most cordially agree with both, so far, that Luther’s smaller cate-’ 


| 


chism, is not as perfect as it might be., I know that in Germany, 
the Lutheran church has not been confined to the entire use of 
our small catechism, but a number of others of the same spirit and 
doctrine which characterize it, with adiitional interrogatories and 
answers have been published, so as to remove deficiencies, men- 
tioned by Beta. | 

A number of these catechisms, I have read with pleasure, but 


upon mature deliberation, I have come to the conclusion, that the 


- eatechism now in use answers every purpose. For, if deficiencies 
are noticed by any Pastor, when expounding the Catechism and 
| preparing rsons for confirmation, let him jill up. It will be to his 


nefit and if he has knowledge and grace, deeper impressions will 


_ be made upon the minds of those whom he instructs, than, if the 
merely repeat answers to certain interrogatories, found in the boo 
_ and formally read by the Pastor. bis.’ | 


A more extensive catechism would however be useful to ad- 


vance Christians in knowledge and piety, and certainly, if a new 
. catechism be called for to supplant the one now in use, the minds 
of our young people would be directed accordingly, to receive one 
as prorets by Clericus. I am of opinion, from my knowledge 


e Church and her present situation in the United States, that 


) the catechism now in use, cannot be laid aside for half a century 
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to come. Indeed an earlier attempt, would produce serious con- 
sequences, which Beta and Clericus would regret to witness, and 


certainly could not easily remove. | 
THE PROTESTANT. 


We have heretofore recommended the “Protestant” to the pa- 
tronage of all who are interested for Protestantism, as it is exclu- 
sively devoted to the exposdre of Popish errors, and display of 
Protestant truths. That its Editor, is not merely seeking his own, 
but, the promotion of the Truth, at personal inconvenience and 
hazard, will appear from the following extract from the Protestant 
of July 10th. From what cause, this paragraph has not been no_ 
ticed by many Editors, we cannot say, but it is our duty, to give 
our readers information of what is doing. We believe the chal- 
lenge has been offered in vain, as we anticipated, for the weapons 
selected by the Editor of the Protestant, cannot be handled with 
any advantage, by his opponents. Luther with these weapons, 
met hundreds at Worms, and, either took them prisoners or put 
them to flight —Editor. 

As we have, says the Editor of the Protestant, a decided ob- 
jection to Maryland Roman priests having all the talk about the 
contents of the Protestant—we hereby offer to meet the Frederick 
Jesuit; and any other of his craft, whom the Most Arch and the 
Grand . Inquisitor may appoint, in Frederick Maryland,, on the 

~ morning of Monday, August 16th, to hold a public debate at any con- 
venient place, upon any part of the contents of the Protestant, which 
the Pope’s Legate may select—twhich shall be continued for four or 
five days, at their option; upon those conditions and under those 
regulations which may be agreed upon between the Editor of the 
Intelligencer for the Protestant—and the Frederick Jesuit and 
his coadjutors. Provided only that the priest shall designate the 
subiects of debate, prior to the first day of August. We dare the 
Frederick Jesuit or any of his! fraudful order thus to méet us, with 
no other weapons than fact, literature, reason, and the Bible. 


> 


BACK AGAIN.—Dr. Shubert one of the courtiers of the Duke 
ef Anhalt Coethen, who three years ago, joined the Romish church, 
no doubt with a view to obtain particular favours from the apos- 
tate Duke, found so many doctrines of human inventions, and re- 
pugnant to the Bible, in his new church, that he became most 
miserable. All efforts to is 7 his conscience were fruitless. On 
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the 4th of November 1829 having resolved to go “back again” he 
publickly renounced Popery at Berlin, and because of his convic- 
tions and repentance, was re-admitted into the true church, which 
is known by different appellations viz. Protestant, Evangelical. © 
_ PROTESTANT CAUSE.—Whatever cause of alarm we /have 
in the United States, in consequence of Jesuitical operations, and 
the readiness of unconverted Protestants to swallow any poison of 
_ the soul and to cast away the Bible—in Europe, the Protestant cause 
1s flourishing. We have barely time fo inform the pious reader, 
that a to an ordinance of the King of France, issued 
on the 2d of September 1829, twenty new particular charges for 
_ Protestant ministers were formed, and a number of houses ol pray- 
er, for those who worship God through but one Mediator, Jesus 
_ Christ, have been erected at St. Elienne, Clermont Ferrard, Digon 
and St Die. 
TRACTS CIRCULATED.—tThe. Protestant Tract society in 
_ Paris, distributed during the year 1828, 300,000 tracts. What a 
formidable engine, against infidels and errorists. | 
ADMIRAL VERTHUELL.—This brave and noble officer in 
_ the service of the King of France, is a devoted disciple of Christ, 
_and President of the Protestant Missionary Society of Paris. 
CROPS OF GRAIN.—The crops of grain in Frederick county, 
Md. have been most abundant this year, and far exceed those of 
any other former year. Health has generally prevailed, and all 
fruits are abundant. What cause of gratitude have we, for the 
goodness of God ? All denominations are well supplied with the 
preached Gospel, and although there is an improvement in the 
church of Christ in this county, yet no operations, more than ordi 
nary, have been noticed in any donomination. 


_ The Treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Missionary and Ed- 
ucation Society of Maryland, acknowledges the a of $10 to 
constitute the Rev. J. N. Hoffman of Taney Town a life member 
‘of the Missionary and Education Society, by the Ladies of his 


‘Congregation. 
| LEWIS MEDTART, Treasurer. 


CURE FOR THE TOOTH-ACHE. 
At arecent meeting of the London Medical Society, Dr. Blake 


stated that the extraction or excision’ of teeth was unnecessary. He 
was enabled, he said, to cure the most desperate cases of tooth- 
ache (unless tie decease was connected with rheumatism,) by the 
application of the following remedy to the diseased tooth: ‘‘Alum 
reduced to an impalpable powder two drachms; nitrous spirit of 
aether, seven drachms; mix, and apply them to the tooth.” 
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